
do anything, they will do it; but they do not
cultivate, as all children should, the faculty of
seeing what needs to be done and doing it
without being told.

A woman does herself and her family a
serious wrong when she does her work and
theirs too-when she brings the wood and
water, and even takes the ax to prepare the
wood, while her husband and sons sit about
the fire having a social, easy time. God never
designed that wives and mothers should be
slaves to their families. Many a mother is
overburdened with care while her children are
not educated to share the domestic burdens.
As the result, she grows old and dies prema-
turely, leaving her children just when a moth-
er is most needed to guide their inexperienced
feet. Who is to blame?

Husbands should do all they can to save
the wife care and keep her spirit cheerful.
Never should idleness be fostered or permit-
ted in children, for it soon becomes a habit.
When not engaged in useful employment, the
faculties either depreciate or become active
in an evil work.

What you need, my brother, is active exer-
cise. Every feature of your countenance,
every faculty of your mind, is indicative of
this. You do not love hard work nor to earn
your bread by the sweat of your brow. But
this is God’s ordained plan in the economy
of life.

You fail to carry through what you under-
take. You have not disciplined yourself to
regularity. System is everything. Do but one
thing at a time, and do that well, finishing it
before you begin a second piece of work.
You should have regular hours for rising, for
praying, and for eating. Many waste hours of
precious time in bed because it gratifies the
natural inclination and to do otherwise
requires an exertion. One hour wasted in the
morning is lost never to be recovered. Says
the wise man: “I went by the field of the
slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void
of understanding; and, lo, it was all grown
over with thorns, and nettles had covered the
face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was
broken down. Then I saw, and considered it
well: I looked upon it, and received instruc-
tion. Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a lit-
tle folding of the hands to sleep: so shall thy
poverty come as one that traveleth; and thy
want as an armed man.”

Those who make any pretensions to godli-
ness should adorn the doctrine they profess
and not give occasion for the truth to be
reviled through their inconsiderate course of
action. “Owe no man anything,” says the

apostle. You ought now, my brother, to take
hold earnestly to correct your habits of indo-
lence, redeeming the time. Let the world see
that the truth has wrought a reformation in
your life.
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Our Saviour represents Himself as a man
taking his journey into a far country, who left
his house in charge of chosen servants, giv-
ing to every man his work. Every Christian
has something to do in the service of his
Master. We are not to seek our own ease or
convenience, but rather to make the upbuild-
ing of Christ’s kingdom our first considera-
tion. Unselfish efforts to help and bless our
fellow men will not only evince our love for
Jesus, but will keep us near Him in depen-
dence and faith, and our own souls will be
constantly growing in grace and in a knowl-
edge of the truth.

God has scattered His children in various
communities that the light of truth may be
kept shining amid the moral darkness that
enshrouds the earth. The deeper the darkness
around us, the greater the need that our light
should shine for God. We may be placed in
circumstances of great difficulty and trial,
but this does not prove that we are not in the
very position assigned us by Providence.
Among the Christians at Rome in Paul’s day
the apostle mentions them “that are of
Caesar’s household.” Nowhere could the
moral atmosphere be more unfavorable to
Christianity than at that Roman court under
the cruel and profligate Nero. Yet those who
had, while in the emperor’s service, accept-
ed Christ did not feel at liberty, after their
conversion, to leave their post of duty. In the
face of seductive temptations, fierce opposi-
tion, and appalling dangers they were faith-
ful witnesses for Christ.

Whoever will rely wholly upon divine
grace may make his life a constant testimony
for the truth. No one is so situated that he can-
not be a true and faithful Christian. However
great the obstacles, all who are determined to
obey God will find the way opening as they
go forward.

Those who maintain their fidelity to God in
the midst of opposing influences are gaining
an experience of the highest value. Their
strength increases with every obstacle sur-
mounted, every temptation overcome. This
fact is often overlooked. When a person has
received the truth, mistaken friends fear to
expose him to any test or trial, and they
immediately endeavor to secure for him an
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